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      The Pittsfield Press      

Living Our Mission Statement - Achievement For All in a Safe, Nurturing 
Setting  

Parent Input sought  – It is time for our annual Climate Survey; please 
take the survey today, if you haven’t already done so.  The Family and 
Community School Improvement Survey link is: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/AAPS_Family_Community_School_Im
provement_Survey_Spring_2012_13 
 
Reading Month / Youth Art Month and more! – What a wonderful 
month it has been! Thank you to our parent community, our teachers 
and students in their support of reading and the arts.  The activities and 
artwork have been fun, inspirational and great to partake in.  Our 
reading activities in honor of March is Reading Month included reading 
around the world where student minutes translated into miles, various 
guest readers including the grandmothers of both Soren (in K) and Evan 
T. (in 1st) reading to rapt audiences, and a very humorous and fun 
assembly with author John Perry (The Book That Eats People). 

 
 
March is also Youth Art Month with our students’ artwork adorning not 
only the walls of our school but the walls and stairways of our local 
Barnes and Noble bookstore.  Guest readers and character sketches were 
part of another March partnership between Pittsfield Elementary and our 
local bookstore!  Another venue displaying our student artwork is across 
town at Cherry Republic on Main Street at the corner of Liberty Ave.  
Kudos to Pittsfield art teachers Robin Mendenhall and our 4th graders’ 
fun “Cherry People” that currently adorn this cross-town shop!  
 
Pennies For Pasta – Pennies For Pasta was a huge success!  Over the 
past few weeks, our student council representatives held this loose 
change drive to benefit the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society in helping 
to battle cancer.  Students at Pittsfield collected an amazing $1,077.98 
for this cause.  Student Council leaders Ms. Gengler and Ms. Lauer report 
that the classroom that collected the most “pennies” and thus won a 
pasta party from The Olive Garden was Ms. Barcelata’s 5th-grade class!  
Congratulations and thanks to all for their participation in this worthy 
cause. 
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Principal Carol Shakarian 
Achievement for all in a Safe, Nurturing Setting 

Upcoming Events 

♦ 3/29 – 4/5: Spring 
Break 

♦ 4/8: School Resumes 
♦ 4/9: PTO Meeting 
♦ 4/10: Parent Literacy 

Night 
♦ 4/11: Kindergarten 

Concert 
♦ 4/22-26: Book Fair 
♦ 4/25: Science Fair 
♦ 4/25 Restaurant Night 
♦ 4/29: SIT Meeting 

4:00PM 
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Grade 3 MEAP 
Proficiency 

2012/13 2011/12  

Mathematics 34.1% 51.1% 
Reading 70% 55.6% 
Number Tested 41 45 
   
Grade 4 MEAP 
Proficiency 

2012/13 2011/12 

Mathematics 53.7% 59% 
Reading 61.5% 59% 
Writing 69.2% 53.8% 
Number Tested 41 39 
   
Grade 5 MEAP 
Proficiency 

2012/13 2011/12 

Mathematics 67.4% 58.7% 
Reading 79% 80.4% 
Science 24.4% 23.4% 
Number Tested 45 47 

MEAP results – a snapshot from October 2012 – Recently you received your child’s MEAP scores for 
the October 2012 assessment. The following chart is a two-year comparison snapshot of the grade-level 
total proficiency levels.  Note that the snapshot in one grade level from one year to the next is a 
different cohort of students.  You can, in effect, follow a cohort by looking at grade 3’s proficiency in 
mathematics for the 2011/12 year; then check on their progress as 4th graders who took the MEAP 
mathematics in 2012/3.  Last year’s 3rd graders scored at a 51.1% proficiency in the MEAP math; then 
as 4th graders they scored at 53.7% proficiency this past fall. The arrows provide a more traditional look 
as most people tend to compare one year to the next. 
 

2-Year Table of MEAP Proficiency by entire grade 
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Other trends noticed (but not on the above general snapshot) include the following.  The highest 
levels of student achievement using the MEAP 2012 data were – 
 
  3rd grade reading at 70% proficient (4% over the state of MI results) 
  4th grade writing at 47% proficient (22.2% higher than the state of MI results) 
  5th grade math at 67% proficient (26% higher than the state of MI results) 
  5th grade reading at 79% proficient (8% higher than the state of MI results) 
  5th grade science at 24.4% proficient (11/4% higher than the state of MI results) 
 
The lowest levels of student achievement and lower than the state average proficiency) were - 
 
  3rd grade math at 34.1% proficient (-6.9% under the state of MI results) 
  4th grade reading at 61.5% proficient (-6.5% under the state of MI results) 
 
We celebrate reverse gaps for the following sub-groups – 
 
  3rd grade reading, multi-ethnic group at 100% proficient (a -25% reverse gap) 
  4th grade math, Hispanic group a 60.1% proficient (a -6.5% reverse gap) 
  4th grade math, multi-ethnic group at 100% proficient (a -45% reverse gap) 
  5th grade reading, Hispanic group at 100% proficient (a -15.8% reverse gap) 
  5th grade reading, multi-ethnic group at 100% proficient (a -15.8% reverse gap)  
 

 



Calendar Notes for April 2013 
 March 29 – April 5:  Spring Break; No School (Washtenaw County Common 

Calendar) 
 April     8: School Resumes 
 April     9: PTO Meeting at 6:00 PM in media center 
 April   10: Parent Literacy Night for K- 2 parents – session 2, 6:00 – 7:30  
 April   11: Kindergarten Vocal Music Concert 6:30 PM 
 April   15:   Kinders to Greenfield Village; 3rd grade to Scarlett Pond  
 April   20: WESO Science Olympiad competition 
 April  22 – 26: Scholastic Book Fair in media center (this week) 
 April   22: 3rd grade to Planetarium at PHS 
 April   24: Administrative Professionals Day 
 April   25: SCIENCE FAIR 6:00 PM 
 April   29: SIT meeting 4:00 PM in media center  

 
Yours for Pittsfield, 
 
Carol Shakarian 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

March is Reading Month  

Pittsfield is Reading Around the World   
March is a special time in the library as we celebrate March is Reading Month!  
All students received a calendar full of ideas for reading something every day 
of the month.  Please encourage your child to participate as we attempt to 
read our way around the world!   
 
We have already made great progress!  All students received a passport and 
will earn stamps as they read, with one minute of reading equaling one mile of 
travel.  Our itinerary includes stops in world famous cities including: New York, 
London, Athens, Beijing, Delhi, Sydney, Nairobi, Rio De Janiero, and Mexico 
City.  On the reading calendar, we indicated six of these stops as cultural 
learning opportunities with the 5th stop left off the calendar as an incentive for 
the students to explore a place they want learn more about on their own! 
 
You can help by reading with your student every day so that together we can 
reach the 39,577 miles goal to travel around the world!  Keep reading!!!  
 
Ms. McLean and Mr. Farmer 
Media Specialist! 
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Thanks to all that supported Pittsfield by attending the Barnes and Noble 
book fair in the beginning of March. Also, a special thank you to Alison 
McCrystal and Robin Mendenhall for their part in organizing the event and 
for all the lovely artwork throughout the store. We also appreciate the 
teachers, and others that participated and volunteered their time by reading 
to the students and customers. And, of course, John Gardner, for providing 
a caricature with every receipt presented. Happy Reading Month! 

 

 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
RESTAURANT NIGHT!!!!!! 

Thursday, April 25 
@ 

Jersey Mike's Subs  
3650 Carpenter Road 

Phone # (734) 477-9930 
 

This is also science fair night, so hopefully families can grab a quick bite before 
the science fair and then head over to Pittsfield!!! 

 
DON’T FORGET TO TELL THEM YOU’RE FROM PITTSFIELD =)  

 
http://www.jerseymikes.com/ 

 
SHOP THE PTO THRIFT APRIL 14 - 20th 

 
Calling all bargain hunters! It's that time again to stop by the PTO 
Thrift store on South Industrial for some great used items and to 

Show Your Support for Pittsfield Elementary. For every $5 you spend 
you'll get a token in order to cast your vote. The more tokens we get - 

the bigger the share of the Thrift pot we receive! 
See you at the Thrift! 
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BOOK FAIR THANK YOU! 



Congratulations,  Robin Mendenhall      

Rainbow Balloon
by Cameron W. 3rd grade

Finished Yarn Weaving & Weaving in progress 
by Jessica L. 5th grade

Hot Air Balloon Day Mural by Ms. Sawin’s 3rd 

Rainbow Fishes Collage
               by Oliver S. 2nd grade

    March is Youth Art Month. There are 
murals at Barnes & Nobles Book Sell-
ers crated by different grades at school. 
Both fourth grades have made papier 
mache Cherry People for display at 
Cherry Republic on Main Street.
    The 5th grade is starting their fiber 
weavings with the yarn donation by the 
Evans’ Family. Thank you so much!

In weaving, the longitudinal threads 
are called the warp and the lateral 
threads or filling are called what?

___ ___ ___ ___

March & April 
Mystery Art Question
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Miss Cherry 
     by Elanor R. 4th grade

Color Wheel Snail (class mural detail) 
                          by Dylan W. 1st grade

March
2013

Cherry 
Jump Roper 
by 
Ju An O.
4th grade

 Cherry 
Surfer

 by 
Rory M. 

4th grade

Cherry Siamese 
Twins

by
 D.J. M. 
& Ian L. 

4th grade

Book 
People
Mural 

by
Ms. 

Babcock’s 
Kindergarten
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Weft 
(Lateral threads or filling) 

Art Words: Mural, Fiber, and Clay Body         
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

31 
***Easter 
 

 

1 
 

2 
 
 

3 
 
 
 

4 
 
 

5 
 
 

6 
 

7 
 
 
PBIS wk. 28 
 

8 
School Resumes 
 
Market Day Pickup in 
MPR / Art Room 

9 
Data Teams Inservice 
on site in the PM 
 
PTO Meeting 6 PM 
 

10 
1st Wed: SIT / Data 
Teams 5 
 
Parent Literacy 
Workshop 3  6:00 – 
7:30 PM [Lauer] 

11 
PBIS 7 
 
Vocal Music Concert 
for Kinders @ 6:30 
PM 

12 
CPI Training for Staff  

13 

14 
 
PBIS wk. 29 
 

15 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
Staff Meeting PD 7 
 

18 
 
 

19 
CPI Training for Staff  

20 
Science Olympiad 

21 
 
 
PBIS wk. 30 
 

22 
 
 
 

23 
 
 

24 
Administrative 
Professionals Day! 
 
 

25 
Take Your Child to Work 
Day (4th Thursday in April) 
 
SCIENCE FAIR 
6:00 – 8:00 PM 
 

26 
Teddy Bear Clinic in 
AM for K & 1 

27 
 

28 
 
 
PBIS wk. 31 
 

 

29 
 
                             
SIT Advisory Mtg.       
4 – 5 PM in media c. 
 
 

30 
 
 
 
 

1 
 
 
 
 

2 
 
 

3 
 
 

4 

 
2013 

April 

SPRING BREAK 

Spring Break: March 29 – April 5   
School Resumes April 8th.  
  

Volunteer Appreciation Month 

Scholastic Book Fair Week – around the Science Fair! 



                                                                                                       

Greetings! 

Planning for the Ice Cream Social has already begun and we need your help!  

Would you be willing to take on any of the following roles? 

Publicity Chair 
• advertise to area news outlets (radio, online and print) 
• make signs and posters (contact student council about helping) 
• post signs in the community 
• post posters around the school  

 
Chair Helpers and Volunteers 

• Games Chair needs an assistant or a co-chair! 
• Food Chair needs an assistant or a co-chair! 
• Half hour and hour shifts before, during and after event 

 
Donations – please drop off in the office 

• Cupcakes (unfrosted) (cupcake donations accepted May 30th and 31st ) 
• Tubs of chocolate and vanilla frosting 
• 2-Liter Pop Bottles (unopened) for the 2-Liter Ring Toss 
• Cans of pop and bottled flavored water 
• Kid oriented items for the Raffle (suggested items per class coming home soon) 
• Adult oriented items for the Silent Auction (suggested items per class coming home 

soon) 
Please contact me if you can volunteer, would like more information on helping the Chairs, or 
have any other Ice Cream Social questions!  This great fundraising event cannot happen without 
the support of our Pittsfield families! 

Thanks! 
Jill Priestley, Event Coordinator 
jillanns@umich.edu 

Mark Your Calendar: 

It’s Ice Cream Social Time! 

Friday, May 31st 

5:30 pm – 8:00 pm 

 



 

Dear Wonderful Pittsfield Parents & Families, 

I have been extremely blessed to be able to commit to coaching Girls on the Run (GOTR) at 
Pittsfield for the last two seasons (fall 2012 & spring 2013).  

GOTR is more than a program, it is a philosophy; a way of being. GOTR is a life changing character development 
program for girls in grades 3-5, ages 8-12, that uses the power of running to teach every girl about her personal power 
and the importance of being healthy and active. This after school program combines training to participate in a 5K 
(3.1 mile) running event with self-esteem enhancing, uplifting workouts and a community service project. GOTR 
Teams consists of 8-15 girls, which meet twice a week right after school for 1.5 hrs. The goal of the program is to 
encourage positive emotional, social, mental, spiritual and physical development. Furthermore, we encourage 
participants to talk with their families every day about what is going on with them. This is a 10-week curriculum that 
attempts to help each girl find and stay true to her REAL self. 

 
Let me tell you that as a coach, the life lessons are not only learned by the girls but by the coach as 

well. It is so humbling, inspiring and empowering to be able to see these young girls bloom and 
become their very best inside and out! With that said I am not going to be able to continue to coach 
GOTR as I am embarking in a new adventure myself and beginning nursing school next school year. 

I do not want our Pittsfield girls to miss out on this wonderful program or have to commute to a 
different school to participate when this program can be run right here at Pittsfield.  



 

Fall 2012 GOTR Team: Rilee, Emmy, Melia, Anna, Serena, Sophia, Olivia & Tricia 

We are looking for 2 to 3 volunteers to take over for next year’s season and beyond (There is only 
one season per year now, in the spring from approx early March to Mid May) Ideally, we would need 
a Site Liaison, which would be someone who coordinates between GOTR, Pittsfield and Rec & Ed 
and then two coaches to coach our wonderful girls, committing to 10 weeks/2x per week/ 1.5 hr 
sessions plus attending a Coach training workshop to prepare you. I have filled both the jobs of Site 
Liaison and Primary coach, and my friend TaLeesha Payne has been the Co-coach with me for the 
last two seasons (she is also unable to commit to coaching next year) Please consider volunteering! 
(Men can coach too as long as the primary coach is a woman) Here is a link to the “Girls on the Run 
Southeaster MI” website with links and descriptions for volunteers. 

http://www.girlsontherunsemi.org/get-involved/volunteer-information.php 

 Lisa Gizzy is my contact person & the program director for our chapter of GOTR, you can reach 
her at 734-712-5640 or lisa@girlsontherunsemi.org She can help anyone interested in volunteering 
to get all the paper work  done and answer any questions. You may also contact me 
lorrainej75@yahoo.com and I will do my best to help guide you.  

Please make a note that you DO NOT have to be a runner to be a fantastic coach, in fact, GOTR is 
not a running program, it only uses running a tool to get these girls to set a goal and reach it. They 
are always encouraged to do their best, and that may mean running, skipping, walking etc.. It’s ok as 
long as we keep moving. I just happened to be someone who loves running. What does matter is 
that you are passionate about health, physical activity/fitness and most importantly girls having high 

http://www.girlsontherunsemi.org/get-involved/volunteer-information.php
mailto:lisa@girlsontherunsemi.org
mailto:lorrainej75@yahoo.com


self-esteem, love themselves for who they are & embrace their uniqueness. You are/would be their 
role model!  I truly hope we can continue this wonderful program right here at Pittsfield! Thank you! 
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