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PTO-Sponsored Events Abound! – Hope you enjoyed the PTO-sponsored 
Fall Fest near the end of October.  We thank Pittsfield parent Fran 
Steele who spearheaded an all-star cast of volunteers to make so many 
Fall Fest memories!  The literary maze was an artistic delight brought to 
us by Pittsfield parent and artist Stacy Schwartz!  If you didn’t see the 
literary art first hand, here’s a taste of what you missed!  The winning 
pumpkin in our annual pumpkin contest was Jaws, the Pumpkin chasing a 
school of pumpkin fish! 
 
Our students enjoyed The Movin’ Max Fun Run on a beautiful October 
day here at Pittsfield.  The students ran to raise funds for school field 
trips and guest speakers this school year.  Thanks so much to those who 
donated time and energy in support of our student runners!  
 
Pittsfield Elementary, a Title I School – Perhaps your child currently 
qualifies for Title I supplemental services; you’ll know by an invite letter 
that our Title I staff will send home.  Perhaps your child currently 
receives Title I services and you’re not quite sure what this means.  For 
more information, check out the Title I Entry and Exit Criteria brochure 
and the Title 1 Parent Involvement Policy links on the Pittsfield website.  
Go to http://www.a2schools.org/pittsfield.home/pittsfield_home. 

 
Picking up or dropping of a student?  Please be sure to follow all 
traffic safety laws.  Recently, a police car sat quietly in our parking lot 
in order to deter those who might drive too fast in and around the school 
OR to ticket those who park across the crosswalk on the side of the 
school (Richard Street) blocking a clear walkway passage for students 
crossing the street.  Here’s how you can help keep the school zone SAFE.   

1. Drive the speed limit, 25 MPH, and always look for the possibility 
of a student walking to school. 

2. Do not drop off or pick up students during the following times 
(when buses are unloading or loading):  8:40 – 8:50 AM and 3:35 – 
3:50 PM. 

3. Do not block the crosswalk on Richard Street’s sidewalk (this is 
not only a traffic violation, but fellow parents are asking you to 
abide by the law. 

Thank you! 
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Principal Carol Shakarian 
Achievement for all in a Safe, Nurturing Setting 

Upcoming Events 

♦ 11/20: Thanksgiving 
Begins at the End of 
the Day 
 

♦ 11/27: Report Cards 
 

♦ 12/5 – 12/7: Hearing 
and Vision Screening 
 

♦ 12/11: PTO meeting  
 

 



  November Report to Parents – On November 27th your child will bring 
home the first of three formal reports to parents (i.e. the fall report 
card).  You should expect an updated version in March 2013 and the 
final version on the last day of school in June 2013.  The reports include 
outcomes achieved in mathematics (only a few units have been done to 
date), outcomes in writing, units done in either science or social 
studies, and a summary statement from your child’s teacher.  If you 
have questions about this report, please contact your child’s teacher to 
discuss your child’s progress to date. 
 
Please note the target reading levels for the November reporting period 
below. This documentation allows you to specifically identify where 
your child is on the learning continuum.  The K-2 report cards show your 
child’s reading level.  While the 3-5 report cards do not include this 
specific data, please do not hesitate to ask your child’s teacher for this 
exact information.  The November targets for reading levels are as 
follows: 
 

• Kindergarten:  Pre/A 
• First Grade:  D 
• Second Grade:  J 
• Third Grade:  N 
• Fourth Grade: P 
• Fifth Grade:  R 

 
Thanks for being present in so many ways – Perhaps you shared a 
smile, a nod, a handshake or tucked a note of encouragement in your 
child’s lunch.  Perhaps you volunteered to read with the class, 
chaperoned a field trip, ate lunch with your child, or volunteered to 
check out books in the media center.  Perhaps you walked a neighbor’s 
child to school, supported the Fun Run, hosted a slumber party, ran a 
literacy center, or built a Halloween maze to delight the kids.  
Whatever your level of partnership, we appreciate all you do!   
 
Till Next Month, 
 
Principal Carol Shakarian 
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The winning pumpkin in 
our annual pumpkin 

contest was Jaws, the 
Pumpkin chasing a 

school of pumpkin fish! 
 

 
	  

literary maze was an 
artistic delight 

brought to us by 
Pittsfield parent and 

artist Stacy 
Schwartz! 
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We are back again with the hope of building a larger, more exciting and explosive…. 

 
Pittsfield Elementary 2013 Science Olympiad Team 

 
What IS our Science Olympiad team?  It is like a science club.  For about an hour a week 
(starting in January 2013), students in grades 2-5 practice in their chosen events under the 

guidance of event coaches.  Many students will also compete by grade-level in their event at 
the WESO tournament scheduled for Saturday, April 20, 2013 at Pioneer High School. 

 
How can you help with the 2013 Science Olympiad team?  Science Olympiad is run 

completely by volunteers.  YOU DO NOT NEED TO BE A SCIENCE EXPERT TO COACH OR HELP 
WITH AN EVENT.  It is more critical to have enthusiasm and energy to learn along with the 

students. 
 

WE SEEK INTERESTED PARENTS, GUARDIANS, COLLEGE STUDENTS, 
AND FRIENDS WHO WILL SERVE AS: 

 
Event Coaches** (at least one coach per event) practice time and location 

decided by coaches; practices will begin mid-January to mid-April 2013; supply 
costs covered by the PTO Science Olympiad fund)   

 
April 20th Volunteers: Help on day of event at Pioneer High School 

 
Snack Bakers/Buyers: Will volunteer to provide a peanut free snack on the day 
of the event (April 20th).  This can be sent to school with your student on April 

19th. 
 

**This is our greatest need. 
 

Ok, I may be interested in helping…now what??? 
 

Please email the Pittsfield WESO Head Coach  
Tierra Jackson (Trinity & Qaurtney) 
mrstierra@aol.com  734-340-3520 
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Washtenaw County is performing vision and hearing screening at 

Pittsfield Elementary Wednesday 12/5, Thursday 12/6 and  
Friday 12/7. 

 
Second and fourth graders will have their hearing checked. 

Third and fifth graders will have their vision checked. 
 

Kindergartners and first graders will have both their hearing and vision screened. 
 

Information sheets have been sent home.  If your child is currently being followed by a physician 
for an ear or eye issue, please return the form to the school. 

 
Questions, call the office at 997-1218. 

 
Thank you, 

 
~Abbey 

 
 

 

                                                                           
 
Farm Fresh Features (FFF) has been available to your student since the 
beginning of the school year.  FFF provides AAPS students with fresh Southeastern 
Michigan-grown produce every Tuesday and Thursday in September, October, and 
November.  Local vegetable and fruit samples are prepared by the cafeteria staff 
and served during lunch time.  The free featured items are served in the Fruit and 
Veggie bars at the elementary schools, and are made available for the taking at the 
middle and high schools.  Fall favorites have been fresh salsa, peaches, and green 
onion dip! Remind your student to try the free and fresh FFF at their school every 
Tuesday and Thursday! 
 
Farm Fresh Features are a project of the Ann Arbor Farm to School Collaboration 
whose members are: Ann Arbor Public Schools, Chartwells Dining 
Services, Community Education & Recreation, Project Healthy Schools, The 
Agrarian Adventure, Ann Arbor Farmers' Market, Food System Economic 
Partnership, and Washtenaw County Health Department. 
Local farmers include: Horkey, Ruhlig and Horkey, Leitz, Rasch, Bixby, Greg’s 
Orchards, Bowermans, Jack Brown, Riveridge, Belle Harvest, and DuRussel. 
  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 

Pittsfield Elementary 

2543 Pittsfield Blvd. 
 Ann Arbor, MI  48104 

 (734)997-1218 
  

Phone: 
(734) 997-1218 

Carol Shakarian, Principal 
shakaria@aaps.k12.mi.us 

Achievement 
for all in a Safe, 

Nurturing 
Setting 

 

 

Hello Pittsfield Parents, 
 
We hope you enjoyed the Fall Festival this year!  From hanging 
doughnuts to slithering snakes we have Fran Steele to thank for 
putting it all together. Suzy Tibbetts deserves a big hand for her 
delicious food concessions this year, especially the caramel apples 
(she’s a caterer too!).  
  
And if you enjoyed the artwork in the Storybook Maze – thank 
Pittsfield mom, and professional muralist, Stacy Schwartz.  If 
you’re looking to grace your home or business with a mural, faux 
finish or need to customize a furniture piece then check out Stacy’s 
website… 

www. Muralsinc.com or contact her at 
Stacy@Muralsinc.com 

 
We are very lucky to have involved parents who lend their skills to 
make our community events great but we are often a little short 
when it comes to volunteers.  Please consider giving us an hour or 
two of your time when the next call for help goes out.  Many hands 
make light work! 
 
Our next PTO meeting is December 11th at 6pm in the Media 
Center.   
Hope to see you there. 
 
Simone McDaniel 
PTO President 
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Not on our email list yet for the newsletter?  Save paper by 
contacting jeninecurry@gmail.com to get on the PTO email list. 

Find the PTO minutes, upcoming events, and other info at 
http://www.hvcn.org/info/pittsfieldpto 



 

Page 6 of 9 The Pittsfield Press PTO Thrift Shop 



Happy Fall, 
   Robin Mendenhall

 Winner:Avani S. 
5th grade

What is the name of the 
show at the 

Clay Gallery exhibiting 
our students art work? 

Fall Fairies Collage by Katana K. 2nd grade

Fractal Design of a 
Triangle.

 Roman Cauliflower 
is an example of a 

Fractal Design
in Nature.

Answer: Echo  

Haunted House Collage by Tabitha A. Kindergarten

Opening of the Echo Show at the 
Clay Gallery 5th October 2012

November 2012

Community Builders Flag Designs by Laila W., Lilly S., 
Seth B., Marisol C., Luke H., & Serena J. 5th grade 

What words are included in all
 the Community Builders flag designs? 

November Mystery 
Art Question

December Mystery Art Question

Insect by Rachel T. 
3rd grade 

Habitat Tree 
Collage
by 
the 
3rd graders

Red Scarf 
mid-knitting
by Luke H. 5th grade 

      Autumn leaves provide the most wonderful color display 
of yellow, orange, and red colors. The idea of Warm & Cool 
colors were played with by the art classes. The Kindergar-
tens made a multi-media collage of the Basic Shapes (circle, 
square, & triangle) Trick or Treating a haunted house.

Art Word Wall: 
Organic/ Geometric Lines, 
                Collage, & Fractals   

    Second grade made collages of the “Fall 
Fairies” changing the Summer Leaves to 
Fall colors. The Third grade created a Fall/
Winter Habitat Tree. The first occupants: 
3-D insects.  And the 5th Grades made flag 
designs of the peaceable neighborhood
                         concept of our “Community
                                       Builders” schools.  

 Roman 
Cauliflower

Insect with 
Shopping Bag by 
Sabrina E. 
3rd 
grade
 Insect 

by 
Sophia R. 
3rd grade



                                                              Pittsfield Elementary School Calendar 12 / 13      10/28/12 
 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 26 27 
Elementary Reports 
go home 
 

28 
 
 
 

29 
 
 

30 
 
 

1 

2 
 
 
PBIS wk. 14 

3 
 
 
Market Day Pickup in 
MPR / Art Room 

4 
 
 
 

5 
 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
 

7 
 
 
 

8 

9 
*Hanukkah begins 
 
PBIS wk. 15 
 

10 
 
Restaurant Night at 
California Pizza 
Kitchen 

11 
 
PTO Meeting 6 PM 
 

12 
 
 
 

13 
 
 
 

14 
 
Newsletter items due 

15 
 
 

16 
 
PBIS wk. 16 
 

17 
 

18 
 
 
 

19 
 
 
 
 

20 
 
 

21 
Winter begins 
 
Winter break begins 
at end of day 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
 

30 
24 
 
 

31 
 

25 
***Christmas Day 
 
 

26 
Kwanzaa begins 
 
 
 

27 28 29 

 2012 

December 
No School for Winter 
Break:  December 24th 
 – January 4th  
 
School resumes Jan. 7th  
 

 

WINTER BREAK  

Hearing and Vision Screening – grades K - 5 


