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Vo lume 12 ,  I s sue 2  

      The Pittsfield Press      

 
    Kudos to our young artists! – The Clay Gallery in downtown Ann 
Arbor houses an exhibit called “Echo” that features 13 works from Ann 
Arbor Public Schools Art Students, five of whom are Pittsfield Elementary 
students!  The idea of the exhibit is for the 13 Clay Gallery 
professional artists to interpret, react, and generate a response 
piece, (hence the name” Echo”) of their own to the student’s piece 
they chose.  This idea is not new and has been done a number of times 
at the Ann Arbor Art Center & Adrian College to name a few.     

Thank you to the Clay Gallery Artists, Pittsfield Elementary Art Teacher 
Mrs. Mendenhall and our young student artists!   Check out the lobby 
display case that will house photos – and then the student artwork upon 
its return from the Clay Gallery. 

Pittsfield Art Teacher Robin Mendenhall / Student Artist 
Ashley  Figueroa 

Clay Gallery Artist Debbie Thompson / Student Artist Anna Boerst 

Clay Gallery Artist Kris Stewart  / Student Artist Amira Zeidan 

Clay Gallery Artist Gail Dapogny  / Student Artist Rochelle Walker 

Clay Gallery Artist Craig Hinshaw  / Student Artist Jaden Leverett 

 

Welcome New Special Education Teacher Rachel Swartz!  We welcome 
Rachel Swartz to the Pittsfield family of educators.  She joins Dawn 
Monroe, our full-time Special Education teacher, and will work primarily 
with our K – 2 students who receive Special Education services.  Rachel 
will travel daily between Pittsfield and Dicken Elementary School.  
Welcome Rachel!   
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Principal Carol Shakarian 
Achievement for all in a Safe, Nurturing Setting 

Upcoming Events 

♦ 10/25: Fun Run 

♦ 10/27: Fall Festival 

♦ 10/31: Halloween 
Parade 

♦ 11/13: PTO Meeting @ 
6:00 PM   

♦  

 



Safety Drills 
• So far this school year, we have completed four of our required six 

fire drills.  The two remaining drills will occur between now and 
springtime. During the school year we will also practice two severe 
weather drills and two lock-down drills. There are two different 
kinds of lockdown drills. One is used in situations where there is a 
perceived / possible threat to children and staff from inside the 
building; the other is used when there is a perceived / possible 
threat outside the building. 

  
• In the event of an actual emergency we will team with district 

officials to handle the emergency and get information out to 
families in as timely a manner as possible.  Additionally, in a 
suspected or declared emergency please do not race to the school.  
You may interfere, put yourself in harm’s way and further 
compromise the safety of others.  

 
Arrival and Dismissal Procedures 
 

v Early Arrival:  Students arriving at school prior to 8:45 wait in the lobby 
under the supervision of assigned staff, the building principal and / or 
designee.  (Families of students arriving early or staying late will be 
‘invited’ to sign up for Child Care). 
 

v Late Arrival of Buses:  Students will line up on the sidewalk in the 
loading zone.  Teachers will supervise for 5 minutes.  If the bus is more 
than five minutes late, students will return to the building and wait in a 
designated area.  The building principal and or lead teacher will provide 
supervision.  During inclement weather, students will wait in assigned 
areas in the hall / lobby under the supervision of classroom teachers for 
up to 5 minutes, after which supervision will be provided by the principal 
/ lead teacher. 

 
v Walkers: Third, fourth, and fifth grade students who walk will exit the 

building, primarily from the front door or as determined by the classroom 
teacher in reflection with the principal. 

 
v Students who are waiting to be picked up after 3:50 will be brought 

into the building to wait for up to 15 minutes.  Communication with 
emergency contacts will be made as necessary. 

 
v Bicycle / Rider safety.  Only students in upper grades (4 and 5) may ride 

their bikes to school. They must park and lock bikes at the bike rack 
located at the Oakwood side of the school (at corner of the building).  
Bike safety involves students riding their bikes directly to and from 
school.  Students may not ride in front of the main entrance when 
students are embarking or disembarking from school buses. 

 
 

v Personal Safety – Cars and People and Busses don’t mix.  Parents / 
guardians who pick up students must park their vehicles on either 
Oakwood or Richard Streets, then come in to pick up their child/ren.  
Personal vehicles are not to enter the parking lot, nor drive through 
during the critical hours of drop off or dismissal 8:30 – 9:00 AM and 
3:30 – 4:00 PM. 
 

Students who are 
waiting to be picked 
up after 3:50 will be 

brought into the 
building to wait for 
up to 15 minutes. 
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Noon Hour Procedures 
 
Noon hour procedures are established with the intention of providing a safe, calm noon hour environment 
for our students. 
 

• Two lunch hours are scheduled, one serving K, 1, 2 and the other serving 3, 4, and 5.  Within each 
lunch hour, students eat in shifts:  one third of the students eat while the others play; other grades 
come in to eat after they play for a time. 

 
• Classroom teachers walk students to the lunchroom in established order.  Students playing outside 

line up in established order at the end of the play period. 
 

• Students who buy hot lunch are met by noon hour staff and processed as necessary. 
 

• Supervision is provided in the lunchroom and on the playground by lunch supervisors and designated 
teachers as determined by school principal. 

 
• Supervisors communicate with walkie-talkies. 

 
• Exterior doors nearest the playground are unlocked for the noon hour period only in order to provide 

access in the event of an emergency. 
 

• Usual sign-in and sign-out procedures will be followed for students leaving the building with parents 
for the lunch hour.  Sign-in / sign-out occurs in the school office.  All parents / visitors must sign in 
at the main office during noon hour visits; no visitor is allowed on the playground without a visitors 
badge.  NO STUDENT WILL LEAVE SCHOOL FROM THE LUNCH ROOM / PLAYGROUND.   All parent pick-
ups must occur via the main office. 

 
• In the event of inadequate lunch supervision, the principal and or teachers will work as lunch 

supervisors.  Classroom teachers will be asked to assist if necessary. 
 
 
Till Next Month, 
 
Principal Carol Shakarian 

 

Penguin Points Continued: 

 

 



  

Save the date! 
 

Pittsfield’s Halloween Parade will take place rain or shine on Wednesday, October 
31st at 2:00 PM.  Please join us for this family friendly event; remember to sign in at 

the office first!  Students are to bring costumes (non violent or gruesome) to school to 
change into in the afternoon just prior to the parade.  This is a great time to celebrate 

one’s cultural heritage by dressing up in clothes that reflect your heritage.  Other 
possible costumes may include a character from a favorite book you’ve read. 
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Fall Fun Run 
 
Hello Pittsfield Families- 
 
 
Just a reminder that early pledges for the Fun Run are due on Monday, October 22nd .  
 
Thanks to all who have turned in your forms already! 
 
Our goal per student is $30, but whatever amount you raise is appreciated and put towards field trips 
and other PTO sponsored events. The Fun Run will take place on Thursday October 25th . Let's 
hope the weather will be as nice as we have been having lately, as we have always had it take place 
outdoors. You are welcome to come and cheer your child(ren) on, as we promote a healthy, fun way 
to benefit our school. A flyer with this information will also go home in backpacks at the end of the 
week. 
 
Thank you- 
 
Shaun Harrison and Samina Barritt 
Fundraising co- chairs 
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Please plan on attending our Fall Fest on Saturday, Oct. 27 from 
3:00-5:00 pm.  It is a great family afternoon filled with music and 
fun!  We will have our annual classroom pumpkin contest, raffle, 
treats for sale, and ghoulish games to play as well as a storybook 
maze!  There will also be live music courtesy of Betsy 
Beckerman and friends plus an A2 fire truck to explore.  We have 
also invited World of Discovery Conservation & Reptile Center to 
bring some spooky animals.  Please mark your calendars and we 
will see you there!  Kids welcome to come in costume! 
  
Come and vote for your favorite class pumpkin!  You might win it 
and get to take it home with you!! 
  
Special Note:  Volunteers are still needed to run games, sell 
tickets, man the maze, etc.  Please consider helping out for an 
hour or two. Many hands make light work. 
If you would be willing to volunteer, please contact Fran Steele 
ASAP by email:fran.steele@gmail.com or by phone: 734-604-
8566. 
 
 

Fall Fest 



 
 

We’re on the Web!  Check out our Google calendars for the latest on all school events! 
http://pittsfield.a2schools.org/pittsfield.home/pittsfield_home 
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                                                              Pittsfield Elementary School Calendar 12 / 13      10/7/12 
 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

28 
 

29 
 
 

30 
 
 

31 
 
 
 
 

1 
Picture Retakes PM 
Parent / Teacher 
Conferences –  
By appointment 
             4 – 7 PM 

2 
 
 
Restaurant Night at 
Chuck E. Cheese 
 

3 

4 
Daylight Savings 
Time ends (1st Sunday 
in November) 
 
PBIS wk. 10 

5 
 
 
 

6 
Election Day 
NO SCHOOL for 
Students 
Staff P.D. / Report 
Writing 

7 
 
 
 
1st Wed: District 

8 
 
 
 
PBIS 3 

9 
Veterans Day 
 
 

10 
 

11 
 
 
PBIS wk. 11 

12 
 
 

13 
IC 2-5 @ WISD 
 
PTO Meeting 6 PM 

14 
 
 
Staff Meeting 
 

15 
 

16 
 
Family Movie Night 
6:00 – 8:00 PM in 
MPR 
 

17 

18 
 
 
 
PBIS wk. 12 

19 
[Elementary Reports 
to principal] 
 
 
 

20 
 
 
LC 2:30-5 @ Balas 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
 

22 
 

23 24 

25 
 
 
PBIS wk. 13 
  
            
 
 
           

26 
 
 
SIT Advisory Mtg.       
4 – 5 PM in media c. 

27 
Elementary Reports 
go home 
 

28 
 
 
Staff Meeting PD 3 
 

29 
 
 

30 
 
 

1 

 

2012 

November 

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY –  NO SCHOOL 

No School for Pittsfield Students on 
Tuesday, Nov. 6th 
 
No School for Students  /  Staff on 
November 21, 22, & 23 

K—5 Performance Assessment LA / MA 

 



Congratulations
   to our “Echo” artists, 
        Robin Mendenhall

Art Word Wall: 
 Rubbing, 
  Branching Design, &
    Warm & Cool Colors   

 Winner: Minnet Z. 
2nd grade

What is the name of the 
show at the 

Clay Gallery exhibiting 
our students art work? 

Answer: True   

Marsha Polenberg’s response to Jaden L. 5th grade

Opening of the Echo Show at the 
Clay Gallery 5th October 2012

October 2012

    The PBIS (Positive Behavior 
Interventions & Supports) Posters 
are up on our walls, and the art 
class’s final extension of the 
Positively Pittsfield Ticket 
Collage Project was 
to go 3D. 

Thumbnail Sketches are 
small, quick drawings 
that record ideas and 

information for a final 
work of art. 

True or False

November 
Mystery 

Art Question

October Mystery 
Art Question

Poster Thumbnail sketches by 
                        Angell P. & 
                               Kalie H. 
                                 4th grade

Positively Pittsfield Air Ship   
   by Arieanna S. 4th grade

The Echo Show opening, the 5th October, was a wonderful 
event. The Echo Show is a collaborative exhibit  featuring 
artwork from thirteen Ann Arbor elementary age students 
and thirteen Clay Gallery members. Each participating gal-
lery artist chose a student drawing or painting to interpret, 
react, and produce a three-dimensional clay work in re-
sponse to the student work. Hence the show’s name,“Echo”.  
At the end of last year, five of our students were picked to 
be in this show.  Anna B. was paired with clay artist Kris 
Stewart, Ashley F. with Debbie Thompson, Jaden L. with 
Marsha Polenberg, Amira Z. with Gail Dapogny, and Ro-
chelle W. with Craig Hinshaw. Also each clay artist 
made a personal clay medallion to honor the young 
artist. The show runs from October 1st to 27th. The 
Clay Gallery is located at 335 S. Main Street, Ann 
Arbor, MI 48104 (734-662-7927). Don’t Miss It!

Kris 
Stewart’s 
two 
responses
to 
Anna B.
5th grade 

Debbie 
Thompson’s 
response
to Ashley F. 4th grade 

Graig Hinshaw’s responce 
            to Rochelle W. 2nd grade

Gail Dapogny’s 
response 
to 
Amira Zeidan 
3rd grade 

Pendent :

Pendent :

Pendent :


