
 

 

Pittsfield Press 

Our Mission / Nuestra misión:  
Achievement for all in a safe, nurturing setting; honoring our diversity. 

Logro para todos en un entorno seguro, de crianza; y honrar a nuestra diversidad. 

Greetings, Pittsfield Penguins! 
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Greetings, Pittsfield Penguins! 
 
Welcome to March, which is notable for being both Reading 
Month and National Youth Art Month. Reading and art are two 
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Save the Date 

All Parents Welcome 
Todos los padres Bienvenido 

 

Every parent is automatically a member of our low-key and 
fun PTO community. There are no dues!  Cada padre es 

automáticamente miembro de nuestro bajo llave y diversión 
organización de padres y maestros. No hay cuotas! 

6-8 p.m. Tuesday, April 11 
Free Childcare!  Cuidado de Niños Gratis! 

Continued on next page 

March 30 
 
 
 

April 3-7 
 

April 20 
 

April 27 
 

 
 

May 21 
 

May 26 
 
 

June 2 
 

June 3 
 
 

March is Reading 
Month Assembly, 2:30-
3:10 p.m. 
 
Spring Break 
 
Science Fair, 6-7:30 p.m. 
 
Kindergarten Vocal 
Music Concert, 6:30 
p.m. 
 
Girls on the Run 5k 
 
Gemini Performance, 
2:15 p.m. 
 
Ice Cream Social 
 
Washtenaw Science 
Olympiad 
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Penguin Points 
A message from principal carol Shakarian 
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Living Our Mission Statement - 
Achievement For All in a Safe, Nurturing 
Setting; Honoring Our Diversity 

 

2017 Climate Survey Coming Soon – The AAPS is committed to 
continuing its path of excellence and helping all students achieve at 
the highest level.  Toward that end we wish to hear from our 
parent community to get your perspective on how we – as 
a school – are meeting you and your child’s needs.  Later 
this month, the district will launch its annual School 
Climate Survey – one for parents, one for employees, 
one for students in grades 3 – 5 and one for students 
in grades 6 – 12.  Last year, more than 10,000 
surveys were submitted, and we hope to receive 
even more participation this year.  

What: The School Climate Surveys include 
questions about educational quality, academic 
preparation, school and district leadership, 
student support, and safety and behavior, 
among other topics. 

Who: All parents, staff and students in 
grades 3 – 12 are invited to participate. 

When: The survey will launch the week 
of March 14th and close March 28th. 

How: Staff members and parents with 
a current email address on file will 
receive a personal survey invitation.  
The survey can be taken in English, 
Arabic, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Spanish.  Paper 
copies will be available for those without Internet 
access. 

 

Greetings, from front page 
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of the very best ways to develop 
and nurture the growth of 
young minds!  
 
In addition to a variety of 
school-wide reading activities, 
watch for information about a 
very special March is Reading 
Month assembly we have 

planned. Also check 
out the rich variety of 

art displays around the 
school when you have the 
chance to visit; I love how 

they provide such a warm 
colorful backdrop in our 

hallways. Outside of 
school, AAPS students 
(including Pittsfield 
Penguins!) have some 
beautiful art on 
display at the 
downtown Ann 
Arbor Cherry 
Republic Store on 
Main Street. It's a 
fun place to sample 
some Michigan 
cherry products 
while admiring the 
many talents of our 

local students. 
 

 
 

Continued on page 7 



 

 3 

March 2017                            www.a2schools.org/domain/1287 
 

Page 3 

 

Youth Art 
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     One of our school's most beloved events is 
the Ice Cream Social. This year’s event will be 
on Friday, June 2. In addition to great family 
fun, it also serves as a fundraiser for our PTO. 

     We are getting ready to kick off or planning 
for the event. A meeting of the committee 
chairs to review action items and rev up for 
another great year is scheduled for Sunday, 
March 19 at 2 p.m. If you would like to get 

Ice Cream Social Needs You 

2

involved either to co-chair, 
volunteer or considering 
chairing a committee for 
next year, we would love to 
have you join us! Extra 
heads for planning and extra 
hands for doing are always appreciated. 

     If you are interested in learning more, please 
contact Dawn Keech (dawn.keech@gmail.com) or 
Sarah Richards (skhrich@gmail.com). 

It's National Youth Art Month! 
Pittsfield School artists have 
had their art featured in a 
variety of places (MAEA show 
at Adrian College, Washtenaw 
Dental Clinic Art Show and 
Cherry Republic downtown 
Ann Arbor. Congrats! 



 

 4 

March 2017                            www.a2schools.org/domain/1287 
 

Page 5 

Pittsfield Garden News  
 

     Pittsfield School has been awarded a School Garden Mini-Grant by The Farm to School Collaborative. Including the 
Pittsfield proposal, there were eight applications requesting $4,500 dollars. We were told that the Pittsfield proposal stood out 
for its depth of planning and support from the school community. The FTS Collaborative was able to partially fund our 
proposal, with $350 from Chartwells and $338 in supplies and equipment from Lowe's. A huge thank you to Justina Meyer for 
writing the grant. 

     Please note that the Pittsfield Garden now has its own Web site. Please check it out: http://www.pittsfield-garden.com/ and 
consider volunteering. 

To live is to grow 
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Poetry Slam 

Pittsfield Press 
Submission 

 
Submit a photo or short article 

to Peri at 
stonequist@gmail.com with the 

subject line “Newsletter” by 
the second Friday.  

THANK YOU!!! 

Heritage Map 
     Have you seen the Heritage Map in the 
front hallway? Students (and others) are 
encouraged to get a pin from the office 
and mark a place where your family is 
from (parents, grandparents, great-
grandparents, etc. At Pittsfield, we 
celebrate the rich diversity of our school 
community. 

Sand 
Letters 
    Kids love to 
play in the sand 
- why not 
practice their 
letters while 
they're at it? 
This is a great 
idea parents 
can use at 
home.  
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Penguin points, Continued from page 2 
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Grade Reports for March, 2017 – Grade reports for 
March (the second of three this year) will come 
home on Monday March 13th.  Be sure to contact 
your child’s teacher for a spring conference or to 
discuss any clarification you might need.   We 
appreciate your support and partnership! 

 

March Is Reading Month 
kicked off this past 
week with a special 
guest reader in three 
Pittsfield Elementary 
classrooms.  State 
Representative Adam 
Zemke, of the 55th House District shared his love 
for reading (and Paddington Bear) to students in 
Mrs. Villanueva’s third grade, Mrs. Killewald’s first 
grade and Mrs. Duman’s first grade classrooms.  
Thank you Representative Zemke (a product of the 
Ann Arbor Public Schools!)!  We will close out 
March Is Reading Month on March 30th with an 
all-school assembly brought to us by the Mullins 
group.  Thanks to the Pittsfield PTO for providing 
this reading assembly for our students. 

 

Yours for Pittsfield,  

Carol Shakarian 



 

 

 


