
 

 

Pittsfield Press 

Our Mission / Nuestra misión:  
Achievement for all in a safe, nurturing setting; honoring our diversity. 

Logro para todos en un entorno seguro, de crianza; y honrar a nuestra diversidad. 

Greetings, Pittsfield Penguins! 
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Happy February! 
 
     I’d like to start out this message with a HUGE thank you to all of 
the wonderful parents who volunteer their time and effort for our 
students. Our fundraisers and events would simply be impossible 
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Save the Date 

All Parents Welcome 
Todos los padres Bienvenido 

 

Every parent is automatically a member of our low-key and 
fun PTO community. There are no dues!  Cada padre es 

automáticamente miembro de nuestro bajo llave y diversión 
organización de padres y maestros. No hay cuotas! 

6-8 p.m. Tuesday, March 14 
Free Childcare!  Cuidado de Niños Gratis! 

Continued on next page 
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No School –  
President’s Day 
 
Kindergarten Round 
Up, 6:30-8 p.m. 
 
Spring Picture Day 
 
Early Release 
 
Report cards 
 
Cyber Safety 
Presentation 
 
Math/Science Night 
 
Science Fair 
 
Girls on the Run 5k 
 
Ice Cream Social 
 
Washtenaw Science 
Olympiad 
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Penguin Points 
A message from principal carol Shakarian 
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Living Our Mission Statement - Achievement 
For All in a Safe, Nurturing Setting; Honoring 
Our Diversity 

     Students with severe allergies attend school 
here! The time you take to make food 
considerations on behalf of our severely allergic 
children will help keep the children safe and healthy!  
While our building is not completely free of nuts, there 
are strict regulations in areas of the school where students 
with severe allergies live each day.  Your child’s teacher will 
inform you if his / her classroom has a prohibition of a 
specific food (e.g. nuts, milk, eggs, wheat, shellfish etc.). 

     What a great turn out for NAAPID – National African American 
Parent Involvement Day!  We celebrate our 
connection to our families, and many 
parents / guardians were able to join us 
during the 22nd Annual NAAPID on 
Monday, February 13, 2017.  The goals of 
NAAPID: 

• To create a stronger parent / school 
network when possible. 

• To foster communication between school 
and home. 

• To demonstrate that when parents remain 
actively involved, the result is improved 
timeliness to school, better attendance, 
improved scores / grades. 

• To help kids see that we are working 
together.  We may not always agree 
but it is imperative that we build a 
supportive team; kids watch and 
follow suit.  Parent’s attitudes 
toward their child’s school are often 
infectious. 

• To acknowledge that parents are their child’s first 
teacher, and will always be someone their children 
look to for direction.  We want to be part of your 
team! 

     We are proud that so many of you joined 

Greetings, from front page 
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without you. We may have the 
smallest elementary school in the 
district, but together we are mighty! 
     At our next PTO meeting, we're 
trying something a little 
different...in addition to our normal 
business meeting, we're hosting a 
special presentation on Cyber 
Safety with Nicole Hall, Cyber 
Safety Facilitator at the Washtenaw 
Council for Children. While many 
of us have young children who 
aren't online yet, it's never too early 
to learn how to develop a family 
strategy to reduce digital risks to 
our children. I hope you'll consider 
joining us as we tackle this 
important topic! 
 
Stay warm, Pittsfield Penguins! 
 
Anne Wizauer  
 

Continued on page 7 



 

 3 

February 2017                            www.a2schools.org/domain/1287 
 

Page 3 

 

Disability Awareness Workshop 

1

     On Thursday, February 2nd, our 4th and 5th 
grade students participated in the Disability 
Awareness Workshop facilitated by the Center for 
Independent Living (CIL). Students were guided 
through hands-on activity based stations that 
allowed them to begin to understand and experience 
some aspects of various physical, developmental, 
and learning disabilities. Students engaged with 
parent volunteers and CIL staff at stations to better 
understand the challenges and complexity of daily 
living for individuals with “Diverse Abilities". The 
students were engaged, and the atmosphere was 
energetic and filled with curiosity. Hopefully this 
experience will help our students build on our 
culture of inclusion, understanding, and respect here 
at Pittsfield Elementary.  
 
     Here are some reactions from students: 
 
     “The Disability Awareness Workshop was a fun 
workshop.  It was fun because the 4th and 5th graders 
got to experience a lot of disabilities.  We got to use 
canes and a speech board.  We got to wear goggles 
that affected our vision.  The speech board had 
pictures and when you clicked on a button, it would 
say what you clicked on.  These are reasons why I 
thought the Disability Awareness Workshop was 
fun.” 

- Maya C. 
 
     “The Disability Awareness Workshop was a very 
fun experience.  When people think of the word 
“Disability,” they think about people who are blind, 
deaf and more. We, the 4th and 5th graders, got to 
experience what it was like to have a disability.  My 
favorite station was when I got to get through some 
obstacles with a wheelchair.  It was all fun.  I would 
definitely do the Disability Awareness Workshop 
again.” 

- Angie T. 

AWARENESS, Continued On page 4 
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     “The Disability Awareness Workshop was a great 
experience.  I have learned how hard it is to be 
handicapped, blind, legally blind and many other 
disabilities.  It is very hard to get around when you are 
lame (crippled) and it is very hard to pick up objects when 
you have a tremor.  One station in the Disability 
Awareness Workshop had a man named Jim who had 
trouble speaking.  He showed us a special tool.  He put the 
tool up to his neck and pressed a button.  The tool started 
vibrating and Jim started to lip talk.  If you listened closely 
to the vibration, you could hear quiet and clear words 
coming through the vibration.  There are lots of ways we 
can help people with disabilities.  These people are 
wonderful, special snowflakes with hard lives and are 
unique in a good way.” 

     - Tim B. 
 
“The Disabilities Awareness Workshop was an amazing 
experience.  We learned many things.  I learned what it 
was like to live with disabilities.  One that I thought was 
very interesting was the speech disorder because of the 
challenges that come along with it.  It would be hard to 
imagine not being able to talk with a speech disorder. “ 

     - Ben W.  
 
     “I think the Disability Awareness Workshop was 

3

amazing.  I learned a lot about people who had trouble 
speaking.  I learned that some people need to press a 
button so they can get attention.  I thought that it was 
really cool.  I learned when somebody has trouble 
speaking and you don’t understand them you should ask 
them again and not just pretend that you understood.  As 
you can see, I learned a lot about people who could not 
speak or who had a little trouble speaking.”  

     - Will C.D. 
 
     “I think the Disability Awareness Workshop was fun 
for the students and also was a good education.  The 
reasons why the Disability Awareness Workshop was 
educational is because all the 5th and 4th graders got to try 
new things and see how people with disabilities us tools to 
help them with their daily life.    We got to sit in a 
wheelchair and go through an obstacle course.   At the end 
we had to open a door.  We also tied our legs together and 
played kickball back and forth.  We had to tie our arms 
together and lay down then tried to get up.  Lastly we got 
to hold a shaky pen while holding a spoon and eating 
goldfish.  This showed me how difficult it was for a person 
with a tremor to eat a snack.   When the class next year 
participates, I know they will have so much fun and learn 
a lot about what a person who has a disability has to do.” 

     - Hailee S. 
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Attention Pittsfield Gardeners  
We need YOU!  

 
We are reaching out to ALL interested staff, teachers, parents, and students to be our 
Pittsfield garden team!  Our mission is to offer our students a space to explore and be 

curious with nature, the mysterious teacher. We can utilize our garden space and continue 
to connect our common core curriculum to the natural world.  

 
All our welcome to participate! 

 
 There are a wide variety of commitment levels and skills needed, 

so please contact me, even if only slightly interested. 
 

We also qualify for a $1000 dollar grant (due February 24th) to support a project for our 
garden (raised beds, composting system, classroom seed starting kits, etc). In order to apply 

for this grant, we need to have a group who is interested in our garden. 
Please email Justina Meyer at Anthonyjustina@gmail.com if you want to collaborate and 

integrate plant life and studies to into our children’s’ classrooms! YAY!  
 

                Brief Garden Get Together: 
Monday, February 27th at 9AM  

Multi-purpose Room 
                 
 

       To live is to grow 
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Poetry Slam 

Pittsfield Press 
Submission 

 
Submit a photo or short article 

to Peri at 
stonequist@gmail.com with the 

subject line “Newsletter” by 
the second Friday.  

     Congrats to Stephanie Johnson, a 
wonderful Pittsfield custodian, for 
being the GCA 2016 Employee of the 
Year. 

     We had another fun Winter Dance. Students 
ate pizza and sweets, did crafts, chatted with 
friends and danced into the night. Thanks to all 
the parent volunteers who made this possible. 
You are appreciated! 

     Students enjoyed an on-site field trip to learn about Native 
American culture. Students learned about what Native Americans 
made, tools they used and items they wore. 
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with us to celebrate and strengthen our parent – school 
partnership. 

     Kindergarten Roundup / Young Fives – Kindergarten 
Roundup will be held on Thursday Feb. 23 this year.  
Please join us to meet our Kindergarten teachers and 
spend some time in the Kindergarten classrooms and 
specials. In addition to offering Kindergarten, we hope to 
have a Young 5’s classroom at Pittsfield this coming year.  
Such will become a reality pending interest and 
enrollment.  More information on Young 5’s will be 
shared at Kindergarten Roundup next week.  

     Cars and Kids Don’t Mix – Our wonderful school is 
nestled in the Pittsfield Village Condominiums.  Because 
we are so nestled, it makes drop offs and pick ups 
particularly tricky.  We ask that you take GREAT CARE 
before dropping off children at school; drop offs are on 
the sides of the school on Oakwood and Richard Streets.  
We have experienced some near misses of kids and cars 
when students are dropped off (or walk to school) 
crossing Pittsfied Blvd. 

     GCA Custodian Recognitions! – Both of day and night 
custodians, Mrs. Stephanie Johnson and Mr. Harvey 
Anderson were recently recognized for their dedication to 
keeping our building clean.  Such is more challenging 
over the winter months, and both have worked hard to 
keep the halls and rooms clean and sanitized.  Mr. 
Anderson was recently recognized as GCA Employee of 
the Month (December).  Mrs. Johnson was recently 
honored as the GCA Employee of the Year!  
Congratulations to our fine team! 

Yours for Pittsfield, Carol Shakarian 

 

Help Wanted!! 
     Pittsfield Families:  Believe it or not, we are already 
preparing for the Ice Cream Social Silent 
Auction and Raffle!!  We can use your 
help to solicit donations for both the 
silent auction and the raffle.  For 
the silent auction, we are 
searching for donations of gift 
certificates and/or high 
dollar items for families to 
bid on. This can include 
anything from spa services to 
restaurant gift certificates to 
sports memorabilia/tickets.  For 
the raffle, we are looking for toys, 
trinkets and lower dollar items that kids can pick if their 
name is picked from the raffle (Hint: We recently 
noticed that Wal-mart has clearance toys available). 

     If you have something to donate, or if you know 
someone who would be willing to donate an item, please 
contact Jill Priestley (jillpriestley2@gmail.com) or 
Stephanie Riegle (sgriegle@gmail.com).  They are 
coordinating all donations so we don't ask for multiple 
donations from the same business.  Also, if you are 
willing to join our team to solicit donations, please let us 
know!  The more solicitors we have, the more we can 
contribute to Pittsfield. 

 



 

 



 

 

 


