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Curriculum Night,       
6-8:30 p.m. 
Restaurant Night: 
Marcos Pizza 
 
Fun Run Kick Off 
Assembly 
 
Student Count Day 
 
Picture Day 
PTO Meeting, 6-8 p.m. 
 
Fun Run 
 
Restaurant Night: 
Chuck E. Cheese 
 
Fall Fest, 6-8 p.m. 
 
Restaurant Night: 
Chipotle, 3-10 p.m. 
 
Restaurant Night: 
California Pizza Kitchen 
(11-9) 
 
Winter Dance 
 
NAAPID 
 
Ice Cream Social 

Oct. 17 Fun Run 

Oct. 28 Fall Fest – 6-8 p.m. 

Feb. 3 Winter Dance 

Feb. 13 NAAPID 

Our Mission / Nuestra misión:  
Achievement for all in a safe, nurturing setting; honoring our diversity. 

Logro para todos en un entorno seguro, de crianza; y honrar a nuestra diversidad. 

Greetings, Pittsfield Penguins! 
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     It was wonderful to 
see so many parents at 
the PTO Welcome 
Breakfast on the first 
day of school!  Starting a 
new year is always 
exciting, and the PTO 
has already been 
working to make this 
school year a great one: 
     September 20 is 
Curriculum Night from 
6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m. You'll meet teachers, spend some time in the 
classroom, and sign up for teacher conferences. 
     Also on September 20: Marco's Pizza restaurant night. This will be 
the first of many restaurant nights this year. You get a meal, and the 

September 
2016 

www.a2schools.org/
domain/1287 

Save the Date 

All Parents Welcome 
Todos los padres Bienvenido 

Every parent is automatically a member of our low-
key and fun PTO community. There are no dues!  

Cada padre es automáticamente miembro de 
nuestro bajo llave y diversión organización de 

padres y maestros. No hay cuotas! 
6-8 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 11 (Nov. 15, Dec. 13) 

Free Childcare!  Cuidado de Niños Gratis! 

Ice Cream Social 

5:30-8 p.m. 

June 2 

Continued on next page 
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Penguin Points 
A message from principal carol Shakarian 
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     Living Our Mission Statement – 
Pittsfield’s Mission Statement is powerful 
in its simplicity:  Achievement For All in a 
Safe, Nurturing Setting.  Caring Is The 
Key! Positively Pittsfield! 
     Let me take this opportunity to welcome all new or returning 
families to Pittsfield Elementary. We are proud you have chosen 
Pittsfield Elementary as your child’s home away from home!  
Welcome as we embark on our 72nd year of “Serving Our 
Community.”  Our school numbers are currently up from last year.  
This is a great trend as families seek to bring their child to our 
friendly neighborhood school! 
     New faces this year include the following professional staff: 
• Ms. Lindsy Avenall, Art teacher 
• Ms. Jenny Barcelata, 5th grade Spanish teacher 
• Ms. Lori Carano, Paraprofessional 
• Ms. Heather Hooppaw, 2nd grade teacher 
• Mr. Jeff Garcia, 5th grade instrumental music 

teacher 
• Mr. Brett Moore, 2nd grade teacher 
• Ms. Meredith Morgan, Resource Room teacher 
• Ms. Jessica Motov, Paraprofessional 
• Ms. Zoe Pehrson, 4th grade teacher 
• Ms. Sara Rentz, Media Specialist 
• Ms. Sarah Schnabel, Paraprofessional 
• Ms. Deb Schreck, Media Specialist 
• Ms. Cayla Samano, Art teacher 
• Mrs. Karen Stein, Reading Intervention 

teacher 
• Ms. Sarah Van Loo, Project Lead the Way 

teacher 
• Ms. Melissa Villanueva, Third Grade teacher 

 
Making our building shine: 
• Mr. Harvey Anderson, Evening custodian 
• Ms. Stephanie Johnson, Day custodian 

Greetings,  from front page 

Continued on page 7 
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PTO gets a percentage of your 
purchase. Grab a pizza on the 20th, 
then head on over to Curriculum 
Night without a care in the world 
or dirty dishes in your sink. 
 
October 11 is our next PTO 
meeting from 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. in the 
media center. We'll have free 
childcare, food and beverages for 
all. Meetings are casual, relaxed, 
fun, and informative. We hope to 
see you there!  
 
October 17 is our fall Fun Run for 
the kids. This popular fundraiser 
has so many great features; it helps 
our students learn how to support 
a cause, work towards a goal, and 
learn fun ways to exercise. Look for 
more information coming soon! 
Our organization seeks to be warm 

and welcoming as we work to 
provide Pittsfield’s students, 

teachers, and staff with 
benefits and activities that 
enrich the school experience 
all year long.  

 
See you at school!  

Anne Wizauer,  
Co-President, Pittsfield PTO 

 
P.S. Join us at: 

 www.facebook/ 
groups/PittsfieldPTO 

AnnArbor 
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     We asked our PTO Board to tell us what they 
love to do with their Pittsfield Penguins and what 
they love about our school! 
 
Lindsey Wolfe, Co-President 
wolfe.lindsey@gmail.com 

Logan, 3rd grade /  
Abby, Young 5's at Carpenter 

I love going on hikes with 
the kids and going on family 
adventures. 

One of the things I love about 
Pittsfield is the small size that 

allows for a nice sense of small town community 
within a big city. 
 

Anne Wizauer,  
Co-President 
anne@hl7.org 
Ben, 5th grade /  
Elise, 2nd grade 
Our current favorite 
activities are hunting Pokémon, picnics at the park, 
and family movie nights. 
One of my favorite things about Pittsfield is how 
the staff, students, and families create such a warm, 
welcoming atmosphere. 

 
Aaron Kraft,  
Vice-President 
ak.kraft@gmail.com 
Jonah, 4th grade /  
Elliot, 2nd grade 

I love to do the Science 
Olympiad with my 

kids.  And I love the staff and 
caring teachers at our little school.   

Meet the PTO Board  
A la Junta de la Organización de Padres y Maestros 

2

Teresa Maldonado 
PTO Secretary (and Website 
Manager) 
teresa@casamaldonado.com 
We love cooking together and 

seeing a recipe come to life (for 
better or worse!) 

If you can dream it, it can be done at Pittsfield. 
The collaborative, supportive community allows 
for endless exciting 
possibilities. 
 
Anthony Lauer 
PTO Treasurer 
pittsfieldtreasurer@gmail.com 

 
Fran Steele 
Fundraising Chair 
fran.steele@gmail.com 
Imogen, 2nd grade 
We feel so lucky to have 

Pittsfield as our elementary 
school. 

 
 

Dear Pittsfield Families, 
 
     You are very much 
invited to our next PTO 
meeting, Oct. 11.  (Pssst.... 
there will be food at this 
meeting too!) We enjoyed 
seeing some new faces at 
the September meeting!  For others, now that the 
dust has settled a bit from the whirlwind start of 

Page 3 
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school we would love to have even MORE new faces 
join in the fun! 
      To debunk a few PTO myths here are some 
answers to common questions: 
 
1. Who is part of the PTO?  YOU ARE!  Are you a 
parent/guardian/grandparent of a Pittsfield 
Penguin?  Then that means you are the "P" in 
PTO.  We also have a couple teachers attend as well 
as our principal - they help fulfill the "T" aspect. 
 
2. What are the people on the PTO like?  The short 
answer is - we are GREAT!  The longer answer is that 
we are just like you.  We are regular people - 
struggling to balance the work, family, school, 
everything else that is part of what has lately been 
called "adulting."  While this tightrope walk can be 
tricky, we like to think we can inject some laughter 
and camaraderie into the process.  
 
3. Do I have to pay dues? No way!  PTO membership is 
not something you pay for. 
 
4. What am I supposed to do with my children during the 
meeting? We provide FREE childcare for school aged 
children in the gym and/or multipurpose room 
during the meeting. 
 
5. If I show up do I have to talk? No, your presence can 
be present enough.  That being said - do you have 
something to share? SPEAK UP!  We are always 
looking for new ideas and would love to hear 
yours.  (Did you see the part about there being 
food?!)  Keeping things status quo is fine, but having 
new folks to come in and shake things up is fantastic 
and we hope you do! 
 
6. Do I have to sign up for a job if I show up? Not unless 
you want to.   

4

 
7. Do I have to stay the whole time? Our motto has 
always been, "Come when you can, leave when 
you need."  We are a very casual group. We keep 
the meetings limited to two hours and are often 
out early, but you are welcome to come and go as 
you need. 
 
     Please give us a shot.  Come by the meeting 
and see what the PTO is all about.  This is a 
wonderful opportunity to engage in the Pittsfield 
community and meet other parents.  We 
appreciate that coming into a new environment 
can be a bit intimidating, but as they say - good 
things happen outside your comfort zone!  Also - 
rumor has it we are going to have FOOD at the 
meeting in October. YUM! 
 
- Lindsey Wolfe & Anne Wizauer, Co-Presidents 
 
 

Boxtops 
 
     Welcome back!  I hope 
you enjoyed the summer, 
and remembered to 
collect Boxtops 
and Labels for 
Education for our school!   
     This year we will focus our collection solely 
on Boxtops, as the Labels for Education program 
is ending.  However, if you have any Labels from 
over the summer (including Campbell's soup 
labels), please do turn them in for one last 
submission.    
     All submissions can be dropped off in the 
main office.  In the coming weeks a flyer will be 
sent home with your child to explain the 
program. 
     Have a wonderful year, and keep collecting!!! 

Page 4 

Dear Pittsfield, From previous page 



 

 5 

September 2016                             www.a2schools.org/domain/1287 
 

Ms. Avenall, Art 

Mr. Garcia, 
Instrumental music    Ms. Hooppaw, 2nd Mr. Moore, 2nd 

Ms. Morgan,             
teacher Consultant Ms. Pehrson, 4th 

Ms. Rentz,                         
Media Specialist Ms. Samano, Art 

Ms. Schreck,                         
Media Specialist 

Ms. Van Loo,                         
Project Lead the Way Ms. Villanueva, 3rd 

New Staff 

Welcome 
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     It is time to announce our first and biggest 
fundraising event of the year:  The Fall Fun Run, 
an event to get the kiddos moving,  encourage 
healthy habits and help set up great foundations 
for exercise.   
     It is also an excellent way to fundraise for the 
school. Last year we surpassed our $7,000 goal by 
10%! Of that money earned more than 80% came 
back to the school!   
     Money earned gives every classroom teacher an 
extra grant for supplies and classroom items.  We 
have also given funds to specials and support 
teachers.  This is above and beyond the grants we 
regularly give them.  We have also supplemented 
field trips, upgraded some equipment and more. 
     We have aimed a bit higher this year and set 
our goal for $9,000!  It makes us a bit nervous, but 
mostly excited!! 
     On September 21st, we have our kickoff event 
and your student will be bringing home the 
fundraising pledge packet.  The most important 
thing you can do is set up their online fundraising 
page.  This allows pledges to be made on behalf of 
your student online.  Family and friends from all 
over can participate in this exciting event and 
support your child and our school. 
 
Date: Monday, October 17 
Final Pledge due date: Monday, October 24 
     Pledges can be made on-line through your 
child’s fundraising page. 
     Pledges in the form of cash & checks, should be 
turned in to the school. Please make checks 
payable to: Pittsfield PTO. 
     Our goal is for each student to raise $50. We 
have fun incentives planned for the kids and 
classrooms (extra recess, Zap Zone passes, PE 
teacher for the day, school wide spirit days and 
much more!). Students who reach Super Star 

Fall Fun Run! 

2

Pledge status by raising $150 or more will 
receive lunch with the Principal – this was a 
TON of fun last year! If you have any 
questions please don’t hesitate to email 
Lindsey at the address below.  

Thank you, 
Lindsey Wolfe and Fran Steele  
Fun Run Co-Chairs 
wolfe.lindsey@gmail.com 

Curriculum night 
September 20 

 

6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.  
 

Please come! 
 

Meet teachers,  
spend time in the classroom,  

& sign up for teacher 
conferences. 

Page 6 



 

 7 

September 2016                             www.a2schools.org/domain/1287 
 

Penguin points, Continued from page 2 
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New to Before / After School Childcare: 
• Ms. Aminah Ali 
• Ms. Tamiko Davis 

 
Anti-Bullying Curriculum Month - September is 
Anti-Bullying Curriculum month at Pittsfield 
Elementary.  Each teacher facilitates grade-specific 
anti-bullying curriculum with either ‘Take A Stand’ 
curriculum or another set of lessons developed to 
promote positive citizenship, mutual respect, and 
prevent bullying, interpersonal conflict and violence.  
 
Students with severe allergies 
attend school here! The time you 
take to make food considerations on 
behalf of our severely allergic children 
will help keep the children safe and 
healthy!  While our building is not completely free of 
nuts, there are strict regulations in areas of the school 
where students with severe allergies live each day.  
Your child’s teacher will inform you if his / her 
classroom has a prohibition of a specific food (e.g. 
nuts, milk, eggs, wheat, shellfish etc.). 
 
Facilities Improvements – Technology bond dollars 
provided the following improvements: 

Security cameras installed 
 

Till Next Month, 
Principal Carol Shakarian 

Attendance Matters 
 
     Showing up for school – 
on time, every day – has a 
huge impact on a student’s 
academic success starting 
in kindergarten and 
continuing through high 
school.  Some absences are 
unavoidable due to health 
problems or other 
circumstances.  But when 
students miss too much 
school – regardless of the reason – it can cause 
them to fall behind academically.  Research 
shows that children who miss 18 or more days in 
Kindergarten and 1st grade are much less likely to 
read at grade level by the end of 3rd grade. 
     Absences can add up quickly.  A child is 
“chronically absent” if he or she misses just two 
days every month!  We do not want your child to 
fall behind in school and get discouraged.  Here 
are some tips to help support regular attendance: 
• Make sure your child has a regular bedtime 

and establish a morning routine. 
• Lay out clothes and backpacks the night 

before. 
• Ensure your children go to school every day 

unless they are truly sick.   
• Avoid scheduling vacations or doctor’s 

appointments when school is in session. 
• Talk to teachers and counselors for advice if 

your children feel anxious about going to 
school.  

• Develop back up plans for getting to school if 
something comes up.  Call on a family 
member, neighbor, or another parent to take 
your child to school. 

- Washtenaw School Justice Partnership 
http://attendancematters.weebly.com 
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