
 

 

Pittsfield Press 

Nov. 23-25 
 

Dec. 5-9 
 

Dec. 8-9 
 

        Dec. 15 
 
 
 

Dec. 23- 
Jan. 6 

 
Jan. 16 

 
Feb. 3 

 
Feb. 13 

 
June 2 

 
 

Thanksgiving Break 
 
Holiday Shoppe  
 
Hearing/Vision Tests 
 
Restaurant Night: 
California Pizza Kitchen 
(11-9) 
 
Winter Break 
 
 
No School – MLK Day 
 
Winter Dance 
 
NAAPID 
 
Ice Cream Social 

Feb. 13 NAAPID 

Our Mission / Nuestra misión:  
Achievement for all in a safe, nurturing setting; honoring our diversity. 

Logro para todos en un entorno seguro, de crianza; y honrar a nuestra diversidad. 

Greetings, Pittsfield Penguins! 
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     It has been a 
wonderful fall season 
at Pittsfield. The Fall 
Fun Fest was SO 
much fun! A record 
crowd of students 
and families came 
together for food, 
fun, a haunted maze, 
and the ever-popular 
class pumpkin raffle. Our gratitude to Keri Mose, Kate Daum-Bost, 
Aaron Kraft, our parent volunteers, and all of the dedicated teachers 
who created some of the best themed pumpkins we've ever seen!  
     Our fall Scholastic Book Fair added to the fall fun; we are thankful 
for the efforts of Kori Kasara and the parent volunteers who 
contributed their time and energy to that worthy cause. 

November 
2016 

www.a2schools.org/
domain/1287 

Save the Date 

All Parents Welcome 
Todos los padres Bienvenido 

Every parent is automatically a member of our low-
key and fun PTO community. There are no dues!  

Cada padre es automáticamente miembro de 
nuestro bajo llave y diversión organización de 

padres y maestros. No hay cuotas! 
6-8 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 13 (next: Jan. 17) 

Free Childcare!  Cuidado de Niños Gratis! 

Ice Cream Social 

5:30-8 p.m. 

June 2 

Continued on page 7 
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Penguin 
Points 

A message from principal carol 
Shakarian 

1

Living Our Mission Statement – 
Pittsfield’s Mission Statement is 
powerful in its simplicity:  
Achievement For All in a Safe, 
Nurturing Setting. 

On This Veteran’s Day - On this 
Veteran’s Day, I wish to thank 
those men and women who have 
served our country by their 
military service.  They make the 
sacrifice to serve in order to defend 
the democracy in which we live.  
This week also brought us the 
presidential election – one that 
showed the divide in our country 
as the vote was split down the 
middle. When there are major 
national events such as this week’s 
presidential election, we are 
humbled by the responsibility we 
hold – to maintain predictable 
stability for our children and 
families impacted by the rhetoric 
heard during the campaign. As 
educators and partners in 
education, we provided our 
students a calm, predictable, safe 
environment to share their 
feelings. Many came to school 
needing reassurance that they are 
valued Americans and will remain 
so.  We are reminded that our 
charge is to provide the safe 
climate where our children can 
learn and grow, where they can Continued on page 8 
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become 
thoughtful 
friends and 
citizens, and 
where they come 
to understand 
that words 
matter.   

Elementary 
Reports – First of the Year – 
Coming Home on Tuesday 
November 22nd – The first of three 
elementary report cards will come 
home with your child on Tuesday, 
November 22nd.  Be sure to look for 
this envelope.  Other information 
such as fall NWEA MAP scores 
and an explanatory letter will also 
be enclosed. 

To help you decipher the report 
card: In the elementary report, B-
Beginning, D-Developing, and S-
Secure are marks that reflect 
progress.  Children learn 
at a different pace; 
when a student 
masters an outcome, 
it will be marked S-
Secure.  Students 
are expected to 
master the 
grade level 
outcomes or 
make a year’s 
progress by the end 
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of the year.  Notice there are 
shaded boxes that indicate the 
time of year the outcome will be 
assessed. 

Project Lead The Way Sessions 
are in full swing – PLTW 
Launch Coach Sarah Van Loo, 
along with the support of our 
classroom teachers, has finished 
PLTW session 1 in all Pittsfield 
classrooms.  By all accounts, 
session 1 has allowed our 
students to learn about STEM 
(Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Mathematics) 
along with building their 
collaboration skills.  You have 
undoubtedly heard about PLTW 
from your child or your child’s 
classroom teacher; however, 
here are the session themes that 
will occur throughout this first 
semester at Pittsfield 
Elementary.  NOTE:  PLTW 
sessions for all will end in 
January 2017 for this school 
year. 

Kindergarten Themes:  Structure 
and Function: Exploring Design & 
Pushes and Pulls 
 
First Grade Themes:  Animated 
Storytelling & Light and Sound 
 
Second Grade Themes:  Grids 

and Games & Materials 
Science: Properties of Matter 

 
Third Grade Themes: 
Stability and Motion: 
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     Our first ever “Holiday Shoppe” is coming to 
Pittsfield Elementary school! 
 
When: December 7, 8 9th (your child's teacher will 
sign them up for a 1/2 hour time slot to shop.) 
 
Where:  Media room (7, 8) MPR (9th) 
 
Who:  This is for our kids.  They will be able to buy 
gifts for family members, teachers, and friends 
independently! Gifts range in price from $0.25 to 
$12. 
 
   Volunteers Needed to help set up and take down 
shop and to help kids chose gifts and pay for their 
purchases. 
    Parents can help kids make a list of who they 
would like to buy for. Budget envelopes will be 
coming home soon in their backpacks. 
    If you have any questions or would like to 
volunteer please contact Jen Diaz at 
Jenreum@gmail.com 

Holiday 
Shoppe 

Page 3 

     Holiday shopping is just around the 
corner! Did you know that Amazon 
donates a percentage of each sale when 
you shop at smile.amazon.com? It's the 
exact same Amazon products, the same 
prices, and the same quick shipping, but 
when you shop Amazon Smile, Pittsfield 
receives a portion of each sale! 
1. Go to smile.amazon.com 
2. Login with your normal Amazon 
account info 
3. Type Pittsfield PTA (yes, it is PTA and 
not PTO as PTO was already taken) in the 
charitable organization search box  
4. From now on, do all of your Amazon 
shopping from smile.amazon.com! 
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Third Graders Explore Models 
     Third graders are 
learning about how 
models are used to study 
objects that are either too 
big or too small to 
observe naturally. They 
created their own models with Scrap Box items 
to represent the cause of daytime and nighttime. 

- Ms. Villanueva 

1

   Hello from Mrs. Van Loo, the Project Lead The 
Way lead teacher at Pittsfield! I have really enjoyed 
working with all your students this school year. To 
learn more about our work, please check out 
http://www.a2schools.org/Page/11446, Seesaw, 
follow me on Twitter @SarahEVanLoo or email me: 
vanloos@a2schools.org. 
 
District-Wide STEAM Expo 
   Please join us on 6-8 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 6 at 
Huron High School, as Ann Arbor Public Schools 
teachers and students from around the district 
share their STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts and Math) activities. You can 
tour a showcase of STEAM projects from 
elementary, middle and high school students, and 
view demonstrations by the middle school and 
high school robotics teams. 
      Pittsfield Elementary School will be presenting 
the work of its Kindergarten students from the 
module Structure and Function: Exploring Design. I 
am looking for Kindergarten students who would 
be willing to come to the District-Wide STEAM 
Expo and talk about their projects. Students who 

Project Lead the Way 

2

come to present their work must bring a parent or 
guardian with them, and would be requested to stay 
with our school's table for 30 minutes. If you are 
interested, and your child would like to participate, 
please email me at vanloos@a2schools.org. 
 
Seesaw 
     During Project Lead The Way, we are using a new 
tool to share what we are learning in class, Seesaw. 
Your child will have his or her own learning journal, 
and you can get notified when your child adds new 
items. It's completely private —only you can see your 
child’s journal outside of class. 
     Please follow the grade level link below to sign up. 
Once you sign up, you can download the Seesaw 
Parent app for iPhone or Android, or access your 
child's journal on the web.  
Kindergarten - https://app.seesaw.me/s/176-083-831 
Grade 1 - https://app.seesaw.me/s/632-056-938 
Grade 2 - https://app.seesaw.me/s/388-208-686 
Grade 3 and 3/4 - https://app.seesaw.me/s/530-260-079 
Grade 4 - https://app.seesaw.me/s/992-723-929 
Grade 5 - https://app.seesaw.me/s/470-614-693 
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Physical Education News 

1

Mileage Club 
     The Pittsfield Milage club has been going 
strong at lunch recess. Students have had the 
opportunity to participate in the optional program 
at lunch. The Mileage Club is designed to keep 
students active during lunch recess and 
encourages them participate in a healthy, active, 
and positive activity. 
     Each student has his or her own mileage club 
card and each lap (1/4 mile) is recorded. Prizes are 
given for each mileage club card completed. 
Please ask your child if he or she has been 
participating. This program will continue in the 
2016 - 2017 school year. 
 
Thank You 
     A big thank you to recent student teacher Cat 
Peters.  Ms. Peters is a University of Michigan 
student athlete who recently completed a very 
successful golf career.  Ms. Peters was a wonderful 

2

addition to 
Pittsfield and 
the Physical 
Education 
classes.  She will be 
missed tremendously! 
 
Activities 
     Students have been very busy in Physical Education 
during the past month. Various sport skills were taught 
and practiced as well as several different fitness 
concepts.  Upper level students were busy working on 
upper body strength and a recent mini Olympic unit. 
 
Painting – NEED HELP! 
     We would like to paint part of the gym.  If any one is 
interested in assisting with this task in an upcoming 
month, please email Mrs. Knoll at 
thorpekn@aaps.k12.mi.us 

2nd Fun Run a Huge Success! 

1

    We hit our stretch 
fundraising goal for the Fun 
Run. We raised $9,239 with 
41% school participation (vs. 
$7,700 and 28% in the Spring!) 
Money was raised in every 
classroom. 

2

   Truly, our Pittsfield Penguin 
family is just amazing! Thank 
you so much for your amazing 
support of this fundraiser!    
     Check out the next page for 
the prizes and celebrations of 
our success! 

Page 5 
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24 students earn Fun Run Principal’s Lunch 

Slushy Truck Reward a Big Hit for Fun Run 

Page 6 
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Spirit Wear Available 

     Show your school spirit. 
Pittsfield Penguins shirts are 
now available online, so you can 
order anytime. 
http://www.spiritgeardirect.com
/GearDrive/Store.aspx?guid=ba3
8b992-6db4-4bbf-b81c-
3c9ec62650f4 or goo.gl/4lx8io. 

 

Movie Night a Hit 
     The PTO’s first movie night of the school 
year, a screening of Zootopia, was well 
attended on Nov. 11. Much popcorn, pizza 
and friendship was enjoyed. 

Greetings, from front page 

Pittsfield Press Submission 
 

We need 
content from 

YOU! 
Yes, YOU!  

Submit a photo 
or short article by emailing Peri (Soren & 

Kaisa's mom) at stonequist@gmail.com with 
the subject line “Newsletter” by the 2nd 

Friday of the month. 

2

     December will bring an all-new Holiday Shoppe 
to Pittsfield, an optional activity at which students 
may choose to shop for small, kid-priced gifts for 
family and friends. Watch for more information 
around school and in backpacks. 
     The next PTO meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
December 13th. Hope to see you there! In the 
meantime, have a safe and happy Thanksgiving 
break. 

 
- Anne Wizauer 
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Penguin points, Continued from page 2 
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Forces and Interaction & Programming Patterns 
 
Fourth Grade Themes:  Input / Output: Computer 
Systems & Energy: Collisions 

• Fifth Grade Themes:  Robotics and Automation 
& Robotics and Automation: Challenge 

 

Preparedness Drills – We continue to practice for 
emergency situations in order to promote our safety.  
To date we have held 3 fire drills and one Lock 
Down / Evacuation Drill. We follow the ALICE 
protocol – ALERT, LOCK DOWN, INFORM, 
COUNTER, EVACUATE.  Ultimately this means that 
staff are told they may:  listen for the emerging 
situation, get students to a secure area OR evacuate, 
apply skills to distract, confuse or gain control, and 
evacuate.  To reiterate, these decisions are the 
responsibility of the adult in the area / room.  At the 
elementary level, we ask students to follow their 
teacher’s guidance in an emergency situation.   

The Magic Flute Performed by The Toledo Opera On 
Wheels – Thanks to the generous support by PTO, 
we recently enjoyed the music and talent of The 
Toledo Opera On Wheels as they performed for the 
entire school body an adaptation of The Magic Flute: 
A Magical Quest in Three Scenes. Students enjoyed 
the stunning vocal characterizations around the 
music of composer Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.  Six 
performers and one pianist brought this magical 
sojourn to life and our Pittsfield students truly 
enjoyed the sights and sounds of opera brought to 
life on our own school stage!  Bravo to the 
performers and our student audience! 

Dressing for warmth as cooler weather approaches – 
We encourage parents to dress children in layers this 
fall-to-winter season.  The temperatures are cooler 
than the norm, and to go out-of-doors during recess, 
we ask that each child is properly clothed.  This 
means: a coat, hat, gloves and when the weather gets 
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snowy, snow pants and boots (to play in the snow).  
Without snow pants and boots, we will ask students 
to stay on the blacktop. Without head cover, a warm 
coat, and gloves, we may ask your child to stay 
indoors.  To be clear, children need to get outdoors 
and play, and we do our very best to provide them 
time to play out-of-doors each and everyday. 

A clothing safety note:  As the weather cools, 
students often wear various sweatshirts and hoodies.  
Please check your child’s clothing to be sure that the 
hoods not have strings attached as these pose a 
potential safety hazard on playground structures.  
Similarly, lanyards should remain in a child’s 
backpack or locker and should not be worn on the 
playground.  We appreciate your attention to this 
safety matter. 

Thankful - I would like to thank all of the students, 
parents, families and staff who help make Pittsfield 
Elementary such a special place to live and learn. We 
appreciate your continued support, and we welcome 
your comments and suggestions about any aspect of 
our school’s operation. 

Enjoy the fall colors of Michigan. 

Principal Carol Shakarian 



 

 

 


