
 

 

Pittsfield Press 

Oct. 17 Fun Run 

Oct. 28 Fall Fest – 6-8 p.m. 

Feb. 3 Winter Dance 

Feb. 13 NAAPID 

Our Mission / Nuestra misión:  
Achievement for all in a safe, nurturing setting; honoring our diversity. 

Logro para todos en un entorno seguro, de crianza; y honrar a nuestra diversidad. 

Greetings, Pittsfield Penguins! 
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     It’s hard to believe that we are nearly at the end of 2016. As 
always, it’s been a great year to be a Penguin! I’m hopeful that 
we can all take a moment to find some small way in this busy 
season to show how much we appreciate one another. Kind 
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Save the Date 

All Parents Welcome 
Todos los padres Bienvenido 

Every parent is automatically a member of our low-
key and fun PTO community. There are no dues!  

Cada padre es automáticamente miembro de 
nuestro bajo llave y diversión organización de 

padres y maestros. No hay cuotas! 
6-8 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 15 (next: Dec. 13) 

Free Childcare!  Cuidado de Niños Gratis! 

Ice Cream Social 

5:30-8 p.m. 

June 2 

Continued on next page 
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Winter Break 
 
 
School Resumes 
 
No School – MLK Day 
 
Disability Awareness 
Event – 4th/5th Graders 
 
Winter Dance 
 
County Day 
 
NAAPID 
 
No School –  
President’s Day 
 
Kindergarten Round 
Up, 6:30-8 p.m. 
 
 
 
Ice Cream Social 
 
Washtenaw Science 
Olympiad 
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Penguin Points 
A message from principal carol Shakarian 

1

Living Our Mission Statement – 
Pittsfield’s Mission Statement is 
powerful in its simplicity:  Achievement 
For All in a Safe, Nurturing Setting 

     NWEA testing coming this January – We are checking 
student progress this January in reading and in mathematics 
by giving the NWEA on-line assessment at the mid-year 
point.  All students have a personalized learning plan with 
individual targets to show expected growth; however, 
student growth will not be reported at this mid-year mark.  
We will, however, provide NWEA student reports in June 
after students take the end-of-year assessment (official 
growth is noted as Fall to Spring). 

     Dressing for warmth in winter months – Children need to 
get out doors and play, and we do our very best to 
provide them time to play out-of-doors each and 
everyday.  We encourage parents to dress children 
to match the cold, winter season.  To go out-of-
doors during recess, children need adequate 
clothing.  This means: a coat, hat, gloves and 
when the weather gets snowy, snow pants 
and boots (to play in the snow).  Without 
snow pants and boots, we will ask 
students to stay on the blacktop.  And 
without head cover, a warm coat, and 
gloves, we may ask your child to stay 
indoors.  

     Community Partnerships - Each 
year we enjoy extremely helpful 
partnerships with our community.  
Current partnerships include:  

Greetings, from front page 

Continued on page 6 
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words and a warm hug or 
handshake can be the best gift of 
all. 
     As I’m writing this, we just 
wrapped up our very first 
holiday shop, and it was an 
amazing success! While not a 
fundraiser, it was definitely a 
FUN-raiser, with kids 
enthusiastically choosing kid-
priced gifts for friends and loved 
ones. I know my own kids were 
thrilled to be able to shop 
independently, and I liked how 
they had to learn to budget their 
funds and think about what 
their recipients would truly like 

to receive. Many thanks to 
Jen Diaz and all of the parent 

volunteers for making this a 
joyous activity for our students. 
     Whether or not you celebrate 

the December holidays, we 
send our best wishes to you 
and yours for a safe, restful 
winter break and a happy 
New Year. We’ll see you 
back at school on January 
9th and at the first PTO 
meeting of the year on 
January 
17th. 
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By Will Cook-Diamond and Ben Wizauer 
Pittsfield 5th Graders 

 
     Mr. Harvey Anderson, our custodian, won 
Employee of the Month here at Pittsfield.  We 
took a few minutes out of our day to learn more 
about Mr. Harvey.   Mr. Harvey is very happy 
and grateful to have won the award.  He was 
happy to receive an award, and to be 
appreciated by the staff.  He likes to work at 
Pittsfield, and he would work here next year, 
and many years on.  Mr. Harvey didn’t think 
he would win it this year but would win in two 
and a half years or so. 

     He really likes to watch science fiction 
movies or TV shows outside of work.  He 
doesn’t have any pets but he would like a cat, 
because cats are cute and cuddly.  If Mr. 
Harvey could go anywhere right now, he 
would go to Mobile, Alabama because he has 
family there.  He also said that his favorite 
foods are baked or fried chicken, spaghetti, 
French fries, fried shrimp and peach cobbler.  
His favorite subject in school was reading, and 
still is, but if he did go back to school, he would 
study more math and technology. 

     His favorite types of books are something 
sci-fi themed.  His favorite animal is a baby dog 
or cat.  His favorite part about working here is 

Harvey Anderson 

Page 3 
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all of the outgoing and friendly people and staff.  
Mr. Harvey loves the Pittsfield events, especially 
the food that we have here at Pittsfield.   We 
enjoyed interviewing him, and we are happy to 
have Mr. Harvey as our custodian. 

 

Pittsfield Employee of the Month 
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Friday, Feb. 3, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Pittsfield Multi Purpose Room 

 
     Time to beat the winter blues 
with our yearly winter dance. 
Come boogie away under the 

disco ball and flashing lights! 
There will be crafts, food 
and drinks for sale! All 

welcome. 

First Holiday Shoppe a Success 
   Thanks to all the parents, 
teachers and staff who 
helped make our first 
“holiday shoppe” a 
success. Special thanks to 
organizer Jen Diaz, who 
had this to say: “I don’t 
think any of us could have 
predicted how much fun 
these kids would have. 
They were so happy to buy 
things for their family. My 
heart was really warmed 
by the whole experience.” 
Others appreciated the 
table with free items and 
the chance for students to 
think of others and 
practice budgeting skills. 

“Boogie Away the Blues” Winter Dance 
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     The Washtenaw Science Olympiad is the 
nations largest elementary Science 
Olympiad, and Pittsfield will be fielding 
another team this year!  Your little 
scientist can participate in a variety of 
FUN, HANDS ON activities. This year 
there are will be more than 20 interesting 
events. Kids in second grade through 
fifth can choose from many events where 
they can learn about: aerodynamics, 
rockets, bones, computers or plants in a 
supportive setting with a mildly competitive 
fun team atmosphere.   

     Find out more 
here: https://sites.google.com/a/aaps.k12.mi.us/
weso-wizards/ 

Science Olympiad Needs You!!! 
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     Parents can also participate by 
volunteering to be an event 
coach for our team!  We need 

enthusiastic parents (no 
training necessary!) to step 

up to help make this event 
a success!  Parents can 

usually choose the event 
they would like to 
coach.  Coaching is low 

pressure, coaches can set practice times and have 
a great deal of freedom in setting up how they 
help kids learn about their event subject.   

     Email Aaron Kraft for more 
information ak.kraft@gmail.com 

Page 5 
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Pittsfield Press 
Submission 

 
We need 

content from 
YOU! 

Yes, YOU!  
Submit a photo or 

short article by emailing Peri (Soren & 
Kaisa's mom) at stonequist@gmail.com with 

the subject line “Newsletter” by the 2nd 
Friday of the month. Thanks! 
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• University of Michigan School of Education – 
The U of M School of Education ELMAC 
program provides us the ability to mentor 
student interns.  These student interns learn 
from our professional staff and in turn they 
provide additional opportunities for our 
children to learn. 

• University of Michigan School of Education – 
The U of M School of Education, in 
partnership with the Ann Arbor Public 
Schools, provides foreign language student 
interns to teach world language to students 
in grades 3 and 4. 

• University of Michigan School of LS&A – The 
U of M School of LS&A’s Social Work 
department provides us Project Community 
student volunteers who spend between 1.5 – 
3 hours in a classroom per week.  The 
students bring their desire to assist students 
in reading and math.  In addition, the Project 
Community students end their semester with 
a project that benefits the school in some 
way. We certainly appreciate the students’ 
dedication during the semester and the gift 
they leave our students. 

• University of Michigan School of LS&A – The 
U of M School of LS&A’s Psychology 
department provides student mentors that 
also work in the classroom with students. 

• The Pittsfield Grange is a long-standing 
community partner with Pittsfield 
Elementary School.  The Pittsfield Grange 
annually provides English and Spanish 
Dictionaries for each 3rd grade student.  This 
event is called “Words For Thirds.”  In 
addition, the Pittsfield Grange sponsors our 
annual Math/Science Family Fun Night and 
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provides transportation each spring for our 
3rd grade class’ springtime field trip to Rural 
Education Days at the Washtenaw County 
Farm Council Grounds. 

     We appreciate these and all community 
partnerships that make Pittsfield Elementary an 
excellent place to live and learn each day. 

     Thank you for your partnership in 2016!  
Happy Holidays to All! 

 

Principal Carol Shakarian 



 

 

 


